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THIS TOWN IS NO FIT PLACE FOR AN ARTIST

There Ave Sludios inm By ROBERT NEVILLE lilustrations by ALBERT LEVERING When Nobody Else
Plenty, in Greenwich Wants a House an

Yillage and Environs, Artist May Live in I1.
but Where Is the Artist There He “Creates an
Who Is Rich Enough Atmosphere” Which

to Rent a Studio? Finally Smothers Him
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PROBLEM confronts the dwellers in
Greenwich Village, all except the
millionaire manufacturers and their
commercial brethren.

Villuge and’ pay their rent. Others| reckon-
ing wisely, have soughy the places deserted
by the uptowners. and exchanged places
with them. A colony has migrated to the
oi Spuyten Duaywil. A large group
has crossed tite river to Brooklyn and has
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“Where do we go from here?' they sing in
eonsternation.
must. The last link in the circle
Washington Square and the domains
t hack to the social prestige which they
seventy vears ago hae been forged by .
st=. They have learned the truth of
0. Henry's assertion that Boheamia is a land
of illusion and that if you seek it it will flee
Arom you.

taken up its abode in the former aristocratic
Columbia Heights section

Villagers: sz a whole: however, =corn this
tust move,  Columbia Heights bears too much
in common with Washington Square. There
1nust be & permanent “quartier.”
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The great question that now confronts
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A : L - e vhem is. Shall they take over Minetta Lane
Ihe orizinal rich departed fifly years be- ¥n e B B S s P
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came ard went. The humble workman left his ! »-é Street, knewn as Minetta Alley”

warks on the wall, and follewine him edme the { Feor the arestic angle, or rather, the angle

immigrants: The glory that was Macdougal
Street and the grandeur that was Washington
Square faded.

By economic deduction there remained only
{he artists to share in its' crumbling past.
They entered and tock possession, Thair
kingdom became a rendezvous: of artistic en-
deavor, It attracted attention. Slummers
discovered it. Keen-eyed persons with bobbed
hair opened restaurants and pseudo art skops.
Within'a vear the neighborkood was commer-
cialized. Landlords were at work buying
leases. Showing their hands slowly, they per-
mitted the artists to make KHabitable and at-
tractive the tumbling homes they had rented.
They raised rents gradually, spreading the
artists further and further away from the
Sguare. Slowly the moth of art realized the
situation. Its chrysalis had become of greater
valte than the prospective butter.y., Wash-
sngton Sauare had traversed its circle and was
once more in the hands of the well ve do.

if artistic atmosphere. it 1s perfect. The lane
s parrow and winding, and faced by old
fashioned houses. The alley gives to the
sgith on the old yellow cathedral standing
in Bleecker Street,

There are numerous covered passages lead
ng to back courts, in which stand isolated
tenements which would delight the soul of any
rrospective dweller of artistie tendencies,
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Farseeing real estate people who have ob
erved the profitable changes made in the
bleek bounded by Macdougal, Bleecker, Sulll
van and Houston streets, only a few mards
away, have tried to invade the Minetta di=
trict.
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The villagers would like to replace the pres
ent dwellers in Minetta Street, but they know
that lynx eyps are watching them. They cal
culate sadly that they could last one season ar
two at the most before they would be dis-
pussessal to make room for the magnates.

3 . o= o it Some are wondering if the artists, like the
There are no apartments to be bad in the

ventral part of the Villaze for lezs than 875 &
month, and there ate few at that price. Ten
vears ago, when the district deserved its titls
of the “Latin Quarter of Wew York," the best

had for 840 a month. A room overlonking the
park scenery and filled with atmesphers
was $0,

carly Christians of Rome, will have to pra
lige their ritez in secret,

Of course, the vicious circle is great v
purposes of social reclamation, but one has to
admit that it keeps the artist on the jump. 1f
he spends all his time home seeking and home
decorating when he will pamt his pictures and
whenee will ¢omme Alneriea’s contribution w

s
Now a8 room without a private bath is 36¢ A
or 870 z2nd a whole floor, if you ean get one,
will eost you in the neighborhood of 3160,

Washington Mews was filled with stables
that the owners were glad to let for 330 or 540,
Las: vear one of these stables was held at
24,000, and the agentz informed inauirers thas
renants would have to invest at least 2500 out
of their own pockets in repairs: before they
could take poszeseinn of the place,

A solution cannot be found In desertin
New York for some less commereial city, Ths
parasites will follow or grow. The landlords
will awaken to their opportunities, and the
history of the New York coplony will be
peated.

The old French gquarter of New Orleans has
wen converted by the artists of that eity 1
a rare and charming Bohemia. But there
szpleion= atioat that real estate people of ¢
ity are behind the scheme, working to 1c
this oiite beautiful and aristocratiz guarte:
to ite fnrmer ;."_"I‘ilT‘.dF.".J!‘.
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196 her presence tnlraise’ artisty’
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Unsavory Minetta Lane, which may be the last stand of the Greenwich Vils (hoy onitaks the losa tHey [kre mof, goncrally spebking, well tréntod Even the horse -at the Minetta Lane mithy seems to sense the art atmosph spe.
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